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Help & Give”

Disaster Relief Initiative Helps
Hard Hit Staten Island

urricane Sandy's destruciion

was felt in many commpni=

ties along the East Coast.

Staten Island, oae of the
hardest hit areas in New York, received
& delayed responce from autherities but
has starbed to rebulld itself, piece by
pigoe, with the help of several grassroots
initiatives, community volunteers and
donations.,

AL New Yorksrs rose topether to lend &
hand te those affected by Sandy, RJEM.
Residential , a property management firm
located im Unkon Square in Manhattan,
joined the cause.

Rick Elgzi, R.E.M."% president, spent
maost of the days during the super-storm
glued ta the tebevision watching endleds,
bear-jerking plctu ris o the annlbilation
of many homes and the stunned faces of
everyone touched by this tragedy. =it was
then™, says Elegi, whase family emsgrated
from Albania when he was just two yoars
ald, “that | thowght to mysell, REM. will
o something to help.™

The company™s oflices went & week
without electritity, but 33 So00 the power
came back on Nov, 3. the employees got
toether and began reaching out to thair
large network of vendors, contractors
and friends in the industry.

They were able ta raise over $10.000
Inmonetary donations, as well as malti-
ple danations of variows goods and sup-
pligs. Donors ranged from vendors, con-
traciors. Indusiry associates, employ-
g4, fricnds and Tamily. The monetary
contribulions were used to purchase a
tremendous amount of goods and sup- - s

plies. & hot pink, breast-cancer-aware-
AeSE Ireek was also generously donated
to R.E.M. by Padded Wagon to assist
in the delivery of the large amount of
goads.

About 15 of the superintendents, work-
erd, mdudtey Triends and family went

alarg to Staten (S1and an Nov. 16 o help
with the distribation of the supplies 1o the
devastated communities.

Ariana’s Grand, 3 seriously damaged
catering hall at 192 Ebbitts S8, was their
first stop, Owners Marie and Frank Di-
mattina coaverted the hall into a
ahilber Bnd & dediganted drop-oi
paint for hot, ready-to-cat food,
cleaning and first aid supplies.

As they approached the caters
ing hall, they started to feel the
devastation, but it was quickly
fellowed by a proud fecling of
being part of this state and this
country, as the pleture of Ard-
ana's Grand surrosnded by FEMA
workers, volunteers and tents
full of donations. came into fo-
Cud. REM.S team was warmiy
received by Cookie, the restau-
ramt's contact. as well as FEMA
workers who helped them uns
lead the donations that included
purchased and donated hot food
from Garden of Eden. a local New
York City restaprant, and various

cleanimg, condtruction and
first aid supplies, personal
items and toiletries.

They were aksp delsghted to
b able to donate school Sup-
plies to Project Backpack, a
teachers” not-for-profit group
réaching out 16 hiélp the devas.
tated communities, Hem thay
distribute backpacks flled with
supplies o NYC public schools
trying to get thvir kids back to
their classrooms.,

Casa Belvedere. Staten 1s-
land's italian cultural institution at 17
Howard Ave., was their third stop, Dona:
tions were being collected there on be-
half of Congressman Michael Grimm and
Borowgh President James P. Molinaro
and brought to 5.1.'5 Iargest distribution
center, a Veberans of Foreign Wars' post.
to be packaged and given directly to the
affected victims,

Baing overwhelmod with the enodmity
of their donations, as thoy opened the Pad-
ded Wagon truck and 25 peaple exited its
side doors ready to fonm a train, they idndly
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atked for the lems to
be taken directly to
the distribution center,
a5 getting tham there
themselves, given their
limited manpower, would
harve taken over a weel.

At the VFW, R.E.M."S
team was surprised to
hear that this distribution
center’s reach extended
tosuch a large amaunt of
the alfected community,
Ower 25,000 peaple -
Sandy victims and work-
ors alike = came hare to

receive supplics.

an their way home. the activities of
the day began sinking in. The team re-
&lired that a growp of people 45 diverse
&% their country and their state, with na-
tionalities including many Albanians, as
webl as Croatians, Colomblans, Domdni-
cand, italians, Turkish and Americans,
had all come together as ond inan effort
o ~Unite, Help & Give.™
= Viorily Xhafoeri
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